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Speech of SASO Governor
World Metrology Day, 2020

The world is currently experiencing one of the most severe and harmful
crises on various sectors and aspects of life, represented by the Corona
virus pandemic, which is an extreme and unprecedented challenge for
governments and individuals. Specialists in various fields of scientific
research are doing their best in creating effective medicine to overcome
this pandemic, and reduce its negative repercussions on the economy,
health and public safety as well as preventing its recurrence in the future.
At this time, the national measurement and calibration center
(NMCC/SASO) celebrates the "World Metrology Day" on the 20" of May.
Celebration in this year is under the slogan "Measurement for the Global
Trade" and it comes as a global recognition of the importance of
measurement and highlighting its vital and influential role in the human
daily life. In general, accurate and correct measurement ensures that sound
decisions are made for improving production and services, improving
public health and safety, preventing risks and enhancing quality of life. In
this context, an appropriate metrology infrastructure in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia (KSA) contributes to removing technical barriers to trade
which in turn increases the volume of trade exchange with foreign
countries. In addition, it provides technical support in health and
environmental protection and ensuring safety of society, which reflects
positively on the welfare and standard of living. Among the most important
objectives of the strong metrological infrastructure is to ensure the
accuracy and precision of measurements performed to provide confidence
in the testing results. This will defiantly enable SASO to obtain
international recognition. In this regard, I would like to refer to the role
which metrology contributes to the global trade. National standardization
bodies on the regional and international levels have been working along
years on harmonization of standards for tens of thousands of food and other
products in order to be consumed everywhere with the same specifications.
This creates a trade commitment on every country willing to have access
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to international markets. In this regard, I would say that the internationally
recognized world measurement system in which Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
participates plays a very vital role in providing confidence in the huge
number of industrial products and services which people are using every
day. It also supports control of the amount of electricity and gas flowing
across borders. This can be more understood if we know that the World
Trade Organization states that the global trade volume reached 19.67
trillion US dollars in 2018, which reflects the critical role that measurement
standards play in establishing conformity. On the other hand, measurement
standards play role in determining the prices of many commodities which
the legal units of measurement are used in determining their prices and in
establishing the confidence of companies and consumers in the products
they are daily using. In this occasion, I would like to appreciate highly the
advanced national capabilities that our country "Kingdom of Saudi Arabia"
possesses especially the qualified young specialists who are working
diligently in (30) specialized laboratories at the NMCC. They have been
able to deliver 1822 specialized technical calibrations in the year 2019. In
addition, the organic measurements laboratory was able to produce the first
certified reference material (CRM) of sodium benzoate which is used as
food preservative and in many pharmaceutical applications. The World
Food and Health Regulations recommend that the concentration of sodium
benzoate in food and drug products should be carefully measured to avoid
its harmful effects and the CRM will strongly help in that. This CRM is
now made available to the consumers in Saudi Arabia. Moreover, we are
proud at the National Measurement and Calibration Center (NMCC), to
have eleven laboratories peer evaluated by an international team appointed
by the Regional Metrology Organization (APMP) on behalf of the BIPM.
The team was elite of nine international experts from South Korea,
Thailand, Ukraine and Turkey, since peer evaluation is the highest level
technical and administrative evaluations of the national metrology
institutes within the framework of the CIPM MRA.

In conclusion, we always affirm the unlimited support received by SASO
from our wise and rational Leadership to move forward in developing the
national infrastructure in the field of metrology, qualifying young staff, and
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enhancing the role of the KSA regionally and internationally in this field.
We ask Allah for success
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (NMCC/SASO)

The NMCC/SASO celebrates the World Metrology Day this year with the world wide
NMIs and the BIPM under the slogan "Measurement for Global Trade". The celebration
is actually an international gratitude of the importance of measurements in
environmental protection, health and safety improvement and trade facilitation and
removing technical barriers to trade. In every year celebration, we used to invite
laboratory related parties from governmental and private sectors to the NMCC/SASO
headquarters and inform them about the developments at NMCC and the new advances
in its work as well as its position on the international scene of metrology. However, it
was not possible for us this year to invite them due to the global Corona (Covid-19)
pandemic and its associated closures implied to prevent people from its dangers. In
spite of that, we were keen to communicate with our customers and all interested parties
by publishing on the SASO web a speech from the SASO Governor. The speech
included briefing about the most important achievements during the last year and the
contribution of SASO/NMCC to the international measurement system Representing
KSA. A number of awareness publications were also prepared in Arabic and published
on the SASO web. In addition, an English translation of the Governor's speech and of
some publications have been prepared and sent to the BIPM for posting on the BIPM
website on behalf of NMCC/SASO.
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